
 
Speaker Bios 

 

 

Greg Allen 
 

    Greg is an engineer and architect who has been a pioneer in green building technologies in Canada, 
designing and building the country’s first solar heated house and developing R2000 housing and the heat 
recovery ventilator among other innovations used in a variety of buildings today. As a community activist 
he spearheaded initiatives such as the Canadian Solar Industries Association, TREC, and OSEA. He has 
also played a seminal role in renewable infrastructure such as Toronto’s Deep Lake Water district cooling 
system. His current activities include a carbon-neutral retrofit of the Ontario Architects Association 
building, policy advocacy, sustainable energy planning for First Nations, and teaching. 
 

Janice 
Ashworth 

   Janice has been with the Ottawa Renewable Energy Co-operative (OREC) since 2011, in the role of 
Operations Manager since 2012. She has been working in the community-owned renewable energy 
sector for a decade in the corporate and non-profit sectors. She was a founding member and co-
ordinator of the Nova Scotia Sustainable Electricity Alliance. Also in Nova Scotia, Janice worked with 
Colchester-Cumberland Windfield, a community-owned wind power project, and with the Ecology Action 
Centre. In Ottawa, she has worked as a Community Organizer for Ecology Ottawa. Janice has a Master’s 
in Environmental Studies from Dalhousie University where she focused on community power structures 
and policies. 
 

Mike Brigham    Mike Brigham is a Toronto-based small business owner with a passion for renewable energy. In 1985, 
Mike designed and installed his first off-grid solar electric system at his island cottage north of Toronto. 
Since then he has designed, installed and helped maintain other off-grid systems for friends and 
neighbours. Mike is a Director and past chair of the TREC Renewable Energy Co-operative and is both co-
founder and president of the SolarShare Co-operative. He was previously a consultant to the Green 
Energy Act Alliance on the topic of Feed-In Tariffs and sits on board of the Community Power Capital 
Fund.  
 

Tyson 
Champagne 

   Tyson is the executive director of SWITCH, a Kingston-based not-for-profit that is dedicated to making 
Southeastern Ontario a leader in sustainable energy through the promotion and development of energy 
efficient and alternative energy technologies, products, and services. He has been interested in solar 
power for many years and obtained a certificate in photovoltaic design and installation and is the 
founder of the web site Solar Power Beginner.Tyson has worked previously as the 1000 Solar Rooftops 
Challenge coordinator and green energy business consultant for SWITCH. 
 

David 
Chernushenko 

   David Chernushenko was elected to Ottawa City Council in 2010 and re-elected in 2014. He chairs the 
City’s Environment Committee and serves on the Transportation Committee, Finance and Economic 
Development Committee and the Board of Health. David holds a B.A. in Political Studies from Queen’s 
University and a Master’s in International Relations from Cambridge University. He is a “green building” 
professional accredited by the LEED certification program. 
   Prior to elected office, David worked for two decades as a consultant, educator, writer and filmmaker 
with a passion for sustainable and healthy living. 
 

David Hahn    David Hahn has been a champion of renewable energy for 40 years, building his own passive solar 
home and installing a 10 KW solar photovoltaic grid tied system under the MicroFit program. He has long 
experience in municipal government in Eastern Ontario having served on municipal councils of the 
former Bedford Township, South Frontenac Township and Frontenac County for a total of 16 years. He is 
President of the Wintergreen Renewable Energy Co-op,  and has been actively involved in local farm 
organizations and the local food movement in the region around Kingston. 
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Kristina Inrig    Kristina Elizabeth Inrig is the Executive Director of Sustainable Eastern Ontario and has extensive 
experience in capacity-building support within the environmental non-profit sector. She is the past 
Executive Director of Tucker House Renewal Centre and past National Director of Greening Sacred 
Spaces, a program of Faith & the Common Good. Her main non-profit roles include networking, 
partnership development, fundraising, NGO management, and governance. 
   Kristina works out of a shared office space for environmental groups, green business, and social 
enterprise called The Sustainable Capacity Centre, located at the West End Well in Ottawa, Ontario. She 
is the founder of the National Capital Environmental Non-profit Network (NCENN). 
 

Steve Lapp   Steve Lapp is a registered Professional Engineer and a professor in Energy Systems Engineering 
Technology at St. Lawrence College, Kingston, Ontario. He has design and user experience from 1989 
with fuel cell, hybrid and electric car ownership, net metering from 2001, PV system design and building 
energy modelling. For the last ten years he has taught renewable energy system design and building 
energy modelling and auditing. The question really isn't whether 100% renewables is possible, the 
question is just how, and how fast must we get there. 
 

Paul MacKay    Paul MacKay is a past senior advisor to the Ontario Minister of Energy, past director of Ontario 
Sustainable Energy Association, celebrated journalist and writer, co-developer of multiple renewable 
energy projects and long-time environmental and alternative energy advocate who is a member of the 
Wintergreen, Solashare & Zooshare renewable energy cooperatives as well as being involved in many 
other local and regional sustainability initiatives. 
 

Jim Neill   Elected to represent Williamsville district on Oct. 25, 2010, Jim Neill is a long-time community activist in 
Kingston. He served two previous terms on Council (1991-97), chairing the Transportation and 
Environment Committee and the Kingston and Area Recycling Corporation. He was also the President of 
the Kingston and Area Recycling Corporation, and has traveled widely participating in and writing about 
international social justice issues. 
 

Roger Peters    Roger Peters is a co-founder of the Ottawa Renewable Energy Cooperative (OREC) which has invested 
$5 million of community capital in local solar power projects. Previously in his career, Roger was Director 
of Renewable Energy and Efficiency at the Pembina Institute, Director of Technical Services at the 
Saskatchewan Energy Conservation Authority, a co-founder of Marbek Resource Consultants, and 
researcher at the National Research Council’s Solar Energy Program. Roger also has significant 
international experience and has written widely on renewable energy, innovative financing, community 
ownership, as well as preparing co-op share offering statements and business plans. 
 

Alex Tetrault Alex is the Renewable City lead organizer for Ecology Ottawa. Such work involves organizing around the 
proposed Energy East project and its implications for the City of Ottawa as well as working with city 
councillors and the chair of the environmental committee in making sure that the city remains active at 
becoming a climate leader in the municipal network, and to become a model city for others to follow as 
the National Capital should be, while some work involves calling out the city for failing at doing so. Both 
approaches involve awareness raising, outreach, and mobilizing of EO’s substantial base of support. 
 

Rena Upitis Queen’s professor Rena Upitis designed and now manages the off-grid educational retreat centre called 
Wintergreen Studios. 
Educated at Queen’s and Harvard, Rena became interested in sustainable building practices as a post-
doctoral candidate at MIT in the mid-1980s. A passion for renewable energy followed; for the past 20 
years, she has been designing structures that encompass green building techniques and green energy. 

 


