
Making Ottawa the Greenest Capital

Left to right: Meredith Brown (Ottawa Riverkeeper), Graham Saul (Ecology Ottawa), and 
Councillor Tobi Nussbaum speaking on the Greenest Capital panel at a breakfast hosted by 
Don Grant (Ottawa Centre EcoDistrict) at Hub Ottawa. Photo: Kathryn Norman.
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On many occasions 
throughout this 
past summer, Hon. 
Catherine McKenna, 

MP for Ottawa Centre and 
Minister of the Environment and 
Climate Change, has publicly 
challenged Ottawa to become 
the greenest capital city. Local 
groups are enthusiastically ris-
ing to the challenge. A lot of this 
work has been taking place in the 
background as different groups 
meet to strategize and discuss 
options and opportunities. But 
in order to make Ottawa the 
Greenest Capital ideas and pos-

sibilities need to come into the 
light and engage city residents, 
and they are starting to do so.

On November 15th, the 
Ottawa Centre Eco-District host-
ed a Greenest Capital Challenge 
Breakfast at the collaborative 
workspace at HUB Ottawa on 
Bank St. Influential speakers 
discussed and answered ques-
tions about some of the specif-
ics of what it means to be the 
greenest capital and what needs 
to happen to get us on that path. 
Lots of great ideas were gener-
ated and it was a vibrant con-
versation.

Don Grant, Executive 
Director of the Ottawa Centre 
Eco-District, and lecturer at 

University of Ottawa, ran the 
well-attended event, which 
included over two dozen student 
participants.

Graham Saul of Ecology 
Ottawa highlighted the need for 
a paradigm shift around design-
ing nature into cities. This is 
similar to the Complete Streets 
program and its evolution of city 
traffic management from “how 
do we move cars down roads 
efficiently” to “how do we move 
people down transportation cor-
ridors efficiently.” It recognizes 
that transportation takes many 
forms other than driving and 
building our cities to suit.

Meredith Brown from Ottawa 
Riverkeeper reminded us that 
the Ottawa River used to be 
our main highway, so there may 
be ways to include water travel 
within sustainable transportation 
options. She also highlighted the 
importance of being able to work 
with the federal government in 
Ottawa, as their building stock 
and land use is a significant part 
of what impacts the health of 
the river in the National Capital 
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Region. While the city’s work to 
implement constructed wetlands 
and stormwater management are 
admirable, preserving existing 
wetlands is often better from a 
conservation standpoint.

Councillor Tobi Nussbaum 
attended from the City. He 
provided valuable insight into 
what has been going on at the 
municipal level. He identified 
some initiatives and hurdles that 
environmentally minded city 
councillors have to deal with, 
often to the amusement of the 
crowd and fellow councillor 
David Chernushenko, who was 
in attendance. Among the top-
ics he discussed were building 
energy efficiency and retrofit-
ting existing building stock in 
Ottawa in addition to upgrad-
ing building codes and creating 
new high-efficiency building, as 
the buildings we have now will 
be around for decades to come 
and could be made a lot more 
efficient.

Obviously there are many 
facets to being green in Canada’s 
capital. The city is uniquely 

placed to work with different 
levels of government, but one 
of its strengths is the number 
and diversity of environmental 
groups and sustainability-con-
scious businesses in the local 
area, as well as the networks that 
connect them. Although there 
is a lot of work to be done, 
progress can be achieved if pas-
sionate, skilled human resources 
cooperatively engage in various 
causes.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the challenge to 
make Ottawa the Greenest 
Capital, can get in touch with 
Ottawa Centre Eco-District 
through their web presence at 
www.OttawaEcoDistrict.org or 
@ott_ecodistrict on Twitter, or 
start using the #greenestcapital 
hashtag on social media to pro-
mote the idea.

Kathryn Norman is the Social 
Media & Communications 
Coordinator at Sustainable 
Eastern Ontario, one of 
the groups involved with the 
Greenest Capital Challenge.
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Energy East: All Risk, No Rewards
by David Mills

A giant project to pipe oil pro-
duced by Alberta’s tar sands to 
Canada’s east coast is facing 
opposition from environmental 

and other groups for its risks to ecosys-
tems, waterways, and drinking water.

This was the subject of a town hall 
meeting called “Energy East: All Risk, 
No Rewards,” held recently in Ottawa. 
The speakers included Maude Barlow 
of the Council of Canadians, as well as 
Aboriginal persons from ecologically vul-
nerable communities.

TransCanada Corporation’s Energy 
East pipeline, currently being reviewed 
by the National Energy Board at the fed-
eral level, would pump 1.1 million barrels 
of Alberta oil sands annually into a pipe-
line starting in Saskatchewan and ending 
in St. John, New Brunswick.

“It’s daunting,” said Graham Saul, who 
works with the group Ecology Ottawa 
that helped to organize the meeting. “This 
is a sheer threat to our water and land.”

The pipeline, Saul said, would skirt 
Ottawa itself, with many of its pipes 
aging and potentially liable to ruptures 
leading to an oil spill.

At the event, Daniel Cayley-Daoust of 
the Council of Canadians spoke about a 
report by Montreal-based technical firm 
Savaria Experts-Conseils. The report, he 
said, found that a spill could severely 
contaminate the Rideau Canal and the 
Mississippi and Ottawa Rivers, damag-
ing clean drinking water for one million 
people in Ottawa and Gatineau.

In a matter of hours, not days, the 
report notes, spills into the Mississippi 
River or the Rideau Canal could hit intake 
points from which city drinking water is 
taken or could reach wetlands and subur-
ban shores. A spill could also affect sensi-
tive local aquifers.

In 2010, a corroded pipe near 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, spilled 3.8 mil-
lion litres of heavy bitumen into the 
Kalamazoo River within 17 hours, 
Cayley-Daoust said. This oil came from 
Alberta’s oil sands. To ease the flow of 
this heavy bitumen, it was mixed with 
chemical diluents. Unlike other oils, the 
resulting mixture will sink to the bottom 
of water bodies, contaminating sediment 
while being difficult to remove. 

The spill closed 45 kilometers of the 
Kalamazoo River. Years later, the clean-
up has yet to be completed. People had to 
evacuate and the local economy suffered.

In 2016, a Husky Oil spill in 
Saskatchewan saw 250,000 litres spill 
into the North Saskatchewan River, forc-
ing the suspension of drinking water 
for 70, 000 people. Potable water was 
brought into the region on an emergency 
basis. The cause of the spill remains 
uncertain.

Saskatchewan-based Indigenous advi-
sor-activist Erica Violet-Lee disputed the 
Saskatchewan government and Husky 
Oil’s claims regarding wildlife killed by 
the spill. She said the actual number of 
beaver, crayfish and other species killed 
or harmed is much higher than claimed. 
She also doubts the official pronounce-
ment that local drinking water is again 
safe.

Maude Barlow explained that Energy 
East is being promoted as a coast-to-coast 
“nation-building” project, within “a myth 
of abundance.” Canada, we are told, is 
a land of infinite resources, with profits 

from tar sands used as leverage for the 
developing “green economy.”

Yet this project, Barlow said, would 
produce minimal employment, while the 
Alberta oil fields remain in recession due 
to low global oil prices. Also, 90 per cent 
of the oil piped would be exported, with 
little benefit to towns along its route.

Many scientists, she affirmed, believe 
that 85 per cent of the world’s petro-
leum must actually remain underground 
to maintain environmental balance.

Energy East, Barlow said, would cross 
90 waterways and watersheds (large areas 
where one water system feeds into anoth-
er) while carrying 1,893 litres of bitumen 
per second. If this mixture should spill, 
Barlow said, the effect on drinking water, 
tourism and recreation, wildlife habitats, 
and even the world’s largest tides in the 
Bay of Fundy would be “catastrophic.”

Barlow believes that the previous fed-
eral government’s “gutting” of environ-
mental regulations increased risk factors 
related to Energy East: 99 per cent of 
Canadian waterways now have no federal 
protection.

During the past federal election, the 

Liberal Party promised reinstatement of 
terminated environmental acts. So far, the 
Trudeau government has stalled in this 
regard. Weak water-related standards for 
Canadians remain.

“We need a new water ethic,” Barlow 
maintained.” With growing demand and 
decreasing supply, she said, we do not 
have water to waste. “If Canadians think 
we’re an exception to this, think again.”

Barlow said citizens can get involved 
in water-related issues by boycotting 
the Nestlé Company, which is strain-
ing groundwater reserves by extracting 
4 million litres of water daily from four 
wells in Southern Ontario to produce a 
billion plastic bottles of water. She also 
recommended expressing concern over 
Energy East via social media and alter-
nate media.

“We have to say no to Energy East,” 
Barlow affirmed.

For more information, see: www.
ecologyottawa.ca, www.tarfree613.ca and 
www.canadians.org.

David Mills writes on environmental 
and social justice issues.

Wind energy capture devices come in many sizes and styles. This one deliv-
ers power for interior illumination at a brewery in Vancouver. Photo: Hugh 
Kruzel.
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People featured here are 
volunteers with the Peace and 
Environment Resource Centre 
(PERC). If you’d like to get 
involved, give us a call at 613-
230-4590.

Hello PERC Volunteer!

Tom Bruce: 
Living the social activist life

by Steffan Hammonds

Tom Bruce first saw the 
one-of-a-kind publica-
tion called Peace and 
Environment News 

(PEN) during a visit to Ottawa 
a few years ago. After relocating 
here from Kingston in 2016, he 
picked up a copy of PEN at the 
public library. That issue’s inside 
supplement was dedicated to the 
theme of cycling and the calen-
dar of local events and resource 
listings drew his interest.

Tom approached PERC 
regarding volunteer opportuni-
ties and met friendly volunteers. 
As he helped to update PERC’s 
resource library, he obtained a 
sense of the long history of this 
organization and the scope of 

issues addressed over several 
decades. After attending edito-
rial meetings for PEN, Tom has 
found that his role is still emerg-
ing.

Tom brings a lifetime of 
experience to PERC. As a retired 
teacher, he lends several skills 
to the work of strengthening the 
larger community. He has done 
a lot of writing, editorial work, 
research, and community radio 
broadcasting. His interests are 
broad, from gardening to local 
history.

Tom’s social activism is 
rooted in his early years, 
beginning with war resistance 
during the 60s and 70s and 
opposing the nuclear arms 
race in the 80s. This was fol-
lowed by environmental work, 
human rights advocacy, and 

the conversion of rail cor-
ridors into public spaces to 
promote transportation alter-
natives like cycling.

Tom believes that due to its 
established local presence, PERC 
can fulfill a central role in sup-
port of the inclusive network of 
activist organizations in Ottawa 

from the PERC Board of 
Directors

Those of you with keen 
eyes may have made 
out one change on the 
front of the PEN this 

issue, but there’s a second big 

Tom Bruce.

A New Look for PERC
piece of not-so-visible news 
from PERC that we would like 
to share with you.

PERC would like to welcome 
Kathryn Norman and introduce 
her to our readers and mem-
bers. As you may know, after a 
successful and sadly brief time 
with PERC, past coordinator 

Holly Jones accepted a position 
working with an environmental 
organization in northern Canada. 
Holly having moved North, 
Kathryn has now stepped in, 
initially on a short-term basis, to 
take on the coordinator’s tasks.

Kathryn is well known in the 
communities PERC moves in 

within Ottawa. She has worked 
with other environmental orga-
nizations in Ottawa, such as 
Sustainable Eastern Ontario. She 
also brings some much-needed 
talents on social media and digi-
tal issues to PERC. Future proj-
ects for Kathryn include work-
ing on a PERC website revamp 
- which brings us to our second 
piece of news!

As seen on the front page for 
the first time, and now being fea-
tured on other PERC documents 
and resources, PERC’s Board of 
Directors has approved a new 
logo for both the Peace and 
Environment Resource Centre 
and the Peace and Environment 
News. Prepared by local design-
er Katharina Vivian, this new 

look keeps a link with the past 
while streamlining the design to 
better fit modern expectations.

While the past logo served 
PERC well for many years, its 
focus on the historically central 
parts of environmental issues 
(plants and animals) no longer 
clearly reflected PERC’s man-
date. The new PERC logo, with 
its symbolism of grass roots and 
peace, better reflects the broad 
work that PERC does today.

We welcome member let-
ters and comments on these and 
other issues. Should you wish to 
reach the editor about the new 
logo, we suggest sending a mes-
sage (e-mail pen-editor@perc.
ca) with “PERC Logo” in the 
subject line.

that share the unifying vision 
of a more peaceful, just, and 
sustainable world. In the effort 
to realize that goal, where every 
person counts, now taking place 
outside the halls of government, 
ordinary individuals like Tom 
can find engagement thanks to 
organizations like PERC.

Steffan Hammonds is a PERC 
volunteer.

Solar collectors on Manitoulin Island seem to be a natural part of the landscape. In cities and 
new construction panels are part of design. Will it become a mandated component of new 
construction and remodelling? Photo: Hugh Kruzel.
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We provide a free listing for not-
for-profit events open to the public, 
with a peace, environment, or social 
justice focus. Due to Revenue Canada 
regulations, we cannot accept political 
advertisements.

NEW & ONGOING
Just Food Workshops: <justfood.
ca>; <info@justfood.ca>

Octopus Books book launches: At 
251 Bank St., 2nd floor, 613-688-
0752.

Sava Kitchen cooperative vegetarian/
vegan meal every Sunday, 2–12:15 
pm, at Bethel Field House, St. Luke’s 
Park, 166 Frank St. (at Gladstone). 
Info: <www.savakitchen.weebly.com 
>. 

Critical Mass bike ride. Meets in 
Confederation Park the last Friday 
of the month, 5:30 p.m. Info: <http://
www.ottawacriticalmass.blogspot.
ca/>. 

Carleton Cinema Politica will screen 
free films every second Wednesday 
at 7 pm during the fall term at 
Carleton University. For information: 
(www.cinemapolitica.org/carleton); 
(carleton@cinemapolitica.org). 

uOttawa Cinema Academica (Film 
and discussion series): documentaries 
on current issues. Free. Saturdays 
at 7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 pm), 
at University of Ottawa. Info and 
updates: (www.cinemaacademica.ca) 
or (http://www.facebook.com/pages/
UOttawa-Cinema-Academica/)  

Friends of the Farm programs. 
Information: <www.friendsofthefarm.
ca>; call 613-230-3276; email 
<info@friendsofthefarm.ca>. 613-
230-3276 friendsofthefarm.ca/events.
htm#lectures

Kairos Spirituality for Social Justice 
Centre programs: Info: Kairos, 211 
Bronson Ave, Rm 306, Ottawa; 613-
236-6557; <kairos@bellnet.ca>.  

Tucker House Renewal Centre: 1731 
Tucker Road, Clarence-Rockland ON. 
Seventh Generation Learning Series. 
Information: < http://www.maison-
tuckerhouse.ca/> or contact <info@
tuckerhouse.ca> or 613-446-2117. 

Canadian Museum of Nature 
programs: At Canadian Museum 

of Nature, 240 McLeod Street (at 
Metcalfe). Information: 613-566-
4700; <http://nature.ca>. 

Earth*tones Drum and Dance 
Circle. Every Sunday, 7-9 pm. For 
more information, visit earth-tones.ca 
or call 613-567-7244.

GROUPS
ActCity Ottawa. Social issues dis-
cussion and collaboration. Find us 
on Facebook. Email: actcityottawa@
gmail.com  

The Environmental Health 
Association of Ontario meets 3-4 
times a year. For dates and details 
on meetings or for information 
on environmental health and 
environmental sensitivities, please 
visit <www.ehaontario.ca> or call our 
Help Line at 613-860-2342.

Amnesty International Group 56 
meets monthly. Call 613-445-3996. 

Canadian Peace Initiative (CDPI) 
- Ottawa Chapter meets at 7:30 pm on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month except 
for the summer, at 91A Fourth Ave. 
<www.departmentofpeace.ca> Call 
613-341-9216 or 613-276-6764. 

Canadian Friends of Burma, 145 
Spruce St., Suite 206. <www.cfob.
org> Call 613-237-8056. Email: 
cfob@cfob.org. 

Canpalnet-Ottawa: an affiliate of the 
Canada-Palestine Support Network. 
<www.canpalnet-ottawa.org> to 
find out what is really happening 
in Palestine and our government’s 
betrayal of its obligations under 
international law. Email: support@
canpalnet.ca 

Citizens Climate Lobby Ottawa 
advocates for legislation to curb 
fossil fuel emissions and move to 
low carbon energy. CCL-Ottawa 
meets the Tuesday following the first 
Saturday of each month, 7-9 p.m. at 
members’ homes. For information: 
ottawaccl@gmail.com, mwesche@
xplornet.com or 819-459-1910 (leave 
message); www.facebook.com/
citizensclimatelobbyOttawa

Coalition to Oppose the Arms 
Trade. <http://coat.ncf.ca>. Email: 
overcoat@rogers.com

Ecology Ottawa is a grassroots non-
profit organization working to make 
Ottawa the green capital of Canada. To 
volunteer, or receive our e-newsletter, 
visit <ecologyottawa.ca> or call 613-
860-5353. 

Faith and the Common Good is 
a multi-faith environmental network 
working with faith communities in 
Ottawa. Regular networking events, 
Greening Sacred Spaces. <http://www.
greeningsacredspaces.net/>  Email: 
ottawa@faith-commongood.net  

GreenDrinks Perth Friendly 
gathering of environmentally minded 
people, first Tuesday of every month 
at 5:30 pm at The Place Around 
the Corner, 40 Foster Street, Perth. 
<www.greendrinks.org> Email: 
perthgreendrinks@gmail.com

The Greenspace Alliance of 
Canada’s Capital works to join 
individuals and citizens’ groups to 
protect significant green spaces in the 
national capital area. Members include 
scientists, journalists and economists. 
Visit <www.greenspace-alliance.ca> 
Call 613-739-0727 or email contact@
greenspace-alliance.ca.

Please join us for H3FOSS Healing 
Circle (HC) in Sandy Hill around 7 
pm first Thursday of the month. For  
the venue and agenda please e-mail,  
motivism@hotmail.com or phone 
Javed at (613)806-4159.

Human Powered Vehicle Operators 
of Ottawa meet every Sunday at 6 
pm at the Red Pepper, 434 Bank (at 
Gladstone). Info: hpv/tricolour.net

The Indigenous Peoples Solidarity 
Movement - Ottawa (IPSMO) is a 
grassroots organization that supports 
indigenous peoples in struggles for 
justice. <www.ipsmo.org> Email: 
ipsmo@riseup.net 

No One Is Illegal - Ottawa. <http://
noii-ottawa.blogspot.ca/> email 
<noiiottawa@gmail.com> A coalition 
of immigrants and allies that advocates 
and fights for the rights, dignity, and 
respect of immigrants and refugees, 
as well as those living without status 
in Canada. We also stand in solidarity 
with the struggles of indigenous 
peoples for land, self-determination 
and sovereignty.

NOWAR/PAIX <http://www.nowar-
paix.ca> Email: nowar.paix@gmail.
com

The National Capital Peace Council 
of the Universal Peace Federation 
upf.org meets for a complementary 
vegetarian breakfast at 7:30 am on the 
last Tuesday of every month to hear 
presentations by other peace-minded  
groups. For more information please 
call 613-218-1431, or thestring@
rogers.com

One World Arts. <www.oneworldarts.
ca> Call 613-238-4659.

OPIRG-Carleton resource library 
and working groups. 326 Unicentre, 
Carleton University. <http://www.
opirgcarleton.org/> Call 613-520-
2757. 

The OPIRG-Ottawa Resource Centre. 
Room 215 Unicentre, University of 
Ottawa. <http://www.opirg-gripo.ca/> 
Call 613-562-5800 x4363/4365. 

Ottawa Community Currency 
Network monthly meetings are the 
first Monday of the month from 7–9 
pm at the Daily Grind, 601 Somerset 
West. Help us develop a successful 
local currency. Info: http://ottawaccn.
org

Ottawa-Cuba Connections. <www.
ottawacuba.org>

Ottawa Roads and Cycling Advisory 
Committee Search for Roads and 
Cycling at <www.ottawa.ca>

The Ottawa Organic Farmers’ 
Market year-round, Saturdays, 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. at Canada Care, behind 
Canadian Tire, Bank at Heron.  <www.
oofmarket.ca> Call 613-826-2286. 

The Peace and Environment 
Resource Centre Office hours by 
appointment. 174 First Avenue (near 
Bank), top floor, Room 5. Call 613-
230-4590. Email: info@perc.ca

Physicians for Global Survival 30 
Cleary Ave, Ottawa. <www.pgs.ca> 
Call 613-233-1982

The Population Institute of Canada 
a group concerned with the effects of 
world overpopulation. <www.piofc.ca 
> Call 613-833-3668 or Email: mail@
populationinstituteofcanada.ca

Raw Vegan Potlucks in the Glebe at 
St. Giles Church held the last Friday 
of each month. <www.SimplyRaw.
ca> Call 613-234-0806.

RESULTS Canada meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month to take 
action on an issue related to abso-
lute poverty.  The world’s poor des-
perately need advocates in the rich 
world. <www.results-resultats.ca> 
Call Larry 613-829-4310. 

Maison Tucker House Seventh 
Generation Learning Series <http://
www.maisontuckerhouse.ca/> Call 
613-446-2117 ext 7. 

Transition Ottawa helping to face the 
challenges of Peak Oil/Climate Change 
by encouraging practical solutions on 
a local scale. <http://transitionottawa.
ning.com/>

Transition Ottawa Meet Up. Meets 
the 4th Wednesday of every month 
at Jack Purcell Community Centre, 
320 Jack Purcell Ln. Info: <http://

January 2017
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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 29 30 31

Peace and Environment Calendar
For a free listing in the April–June Calendar, please submit events by March 20. Call 613-230-4590. Please confirm events before attending.
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transitionottawa.ning.com/group/
transition-meet-up> 

The Utne Reader Salon Discussion 
Group meets monthly. Call Andrew 
613-259-5704. 

Vegetarians and Vegans of Ottawa 
have a veg*an (vegan and vegetarian) 
meetup twice a month. <www.
ottawaveg.com> 

The Village International Mennonite 
Church: where passion for Jesus and 
justice meet. Meeting Sundays at 11 
am at the Richelieu-Vanier Community 
Centre, 300 Des Pères-Blancs, Ottawa. 
Come join us!

World Federalists Movement - 
Canada holds discussion meetings. 
<www.worldfederalistscanada.org> 
Call Monique 613-232-0647 or Email: 
wfcnat@web.ca  

WEBSITES
Independent media websites: 

<www. indymedia.org>

<www.rabble.ca> 

<ottawa.mediacoop.ca>

Globalization

<www.50years.org>

<www.globalexchange.org/wbimf>

<econjustice.net/wbbb>

< http://www.corpwatch.org >

Events in Ontario: 

<www.planetfriendly.net>

<www.oen.ca/dir/> (Ontario 
Environmental Directory)

Local events: 

<www.GreenOttawa.ca> 

<www.ecologyottawa.ca/calendar/>

Wildlife problems:

<www.wildlifeinfo.ca>

Terrorism & Peace: 

<www.commondreams.org>

<www.alternet.org>

<www.zmag.org>

<globalresearch.ca>

<www.acp-cpa.ca>

<www.peacemagazine.org>

International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons: <www.icanw.org> 

9/11  Truth:

<http://patriotsquestion911.com>

<http://canadawantsthetruth911.
blogspot.ca>

<http://physics911.net>

<http://www.ae911truth.org>

<http://911research.wtc7.net/

<http://www.highrisesafetynyc.org>

BULLETINS
Ottawa ACORN Offers free tax 
preparation for low-income families. 
Call 613-746-5999. Ottawa ACORN 
also offers affordable tax preparation 
for moderate income families through 
the ACORN Tax Collective. All funds 
collected from this service go back 
into these programs. Call 613-744-
7228. For more information: www.
acorncanada.org or email us at 
onacornot@acorncanada.org 

Just Voices Activist Choir Rehearsals: 
Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. at the Bronson 
Centre. <www.justvoices.ca> For 
more information go to the choir’s 
web site at <www.justvoices.ca>. 

The re-Cycles Bicycle Co-op sells 
secondhand bikes, takes donations of 
old bikes (in any shape), and teaches 
bike repair. Volunteers welcome. 473 
Bronson Ave. (at Gladstone). <www.
re-cycles.ca>

Heartwood House recycles used 
electronics. Call 613-241-5937.

The Ottawa Buy Local Food 
Guide 7th edition, with Food Link 
Directory. Your guide to buying fresh, 
local food. Includes pick-your-own 
and community shared agriculture. 
Available online <www.justfood.ca> ; 
<info@justfood.ca>.

Canadian Organic Growers Ottawa-
StLawrence-Outaouais (COG OSO) 
Organic Food Directory with contact 
at ottawachapter@cog.ca and website 
reference: www.cog.ca/ottawa/ (That 
will eventually be changed to COG 
OSO.)

Improve your Spanish speaking 
skills. We are Los Amigos Toastmasters 
- www.amigos-tm.ca   We meet at the 
Ottawa Civic Hospital Main Building 
on Mondays, in Room 3, Main Floor, 
at the back right of the “Tulip Café” 
(cafeteria) at 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. Call 
Carole at 613-761-6537.

Practice your Spanish at CALE 
(Círculo de Amigos de la Lengua 
Española). Free. Mondays at 7:30 p.m. 
Earl of Sussex Pub, 431 Sussex Drive. 
Call Gerry: 613-241-1258 or Email: 
gerryobrien@sympatico.ca

Cat Rescue Network needs foster and 
permanent homes for cats and kittens. 
<www.catrescuenetwork.org> or call 
613-820-7088. 

Have you had unprotected sex? 
Then you may have been exposed to 
the HIV virus. For information about 

our anonymous HIV testing sites, Call 
613-563-2437. 

For weekly updates on local events: 
<ot tawa-ac t iv i s t -events@lis t s .
ox.org>.  Email: ottawa-activist-
events-owner@ox.org 

RADIO & TV
Monday to Friday

Mon–Fri 7 am, Radio: Special Blend. 
12 noon: BBC News. CKCU 93.1 
FM.

Monday

5–6 p.m. Radio: Demockery’s Demise. 
Alternative news and views. CHUO 
89.1 FM. 

10–11 pm. Monday Night Scribes, 
with John Akpata. CHUO 89.1 FM.

tuesday

12–1 p.m. Namaste. Light music, 
interviews and information that 
motivates and inspires. CKCU 93.1 
FM. 

Wednesday

9:30–10 a.m. Radio: Sound Mind. 
Mental health advocacy. CKCU 93.1 
FM. 

5–6 p.m. Radio: Click Here. Events 
and issues, as seen from outside the 
mainstream. CHUO 89.1 FM. 

7–8 p.m. Radio: Punto de Encuentro. 
News on regional and Latin American 
issues. CKCU 93.1 FM. 

Friday

9–9:30 a.m. Radio: A Luta Continua. 
Third World issues. Co-hosted by Dr 
Qais Ghanem. CKCU 93.1 FM.

saturday

7–8 am. Afrique Plus. CKCU 93.1 
FM.

8–10 a.m Radio. Ici Afrique: CHUO 
89.1 FM. 

10–11 a.m. Radio. Afrika Revisited. 
CHUO 89.1 FM. 

11 a.m.–12 noon. Radio. Black on 
Black: Discussions on the African 
diaspora. CHUO 89.1 FM. 

4–6 p.m. Radio. Fréquence Antillaise 
(French-Caribbean). CHUO 89.1 FM. 

6–8 p.m. Radio: Orígenes. Central 
America news, music. (In Spanish) 
CHUO 89.1 FM.

sunday

2–7 a.m. Rick’s Rhythm Ride. 
“Music...message...for the masses.” 
Every 2nd Sunday. CKCU 93.1 FM. 

9–10 a.m. Radio: Aboriginal CKCU. 
Aboriginal issues. CKCU 93.1 FM. 

5–6 p.m. Radio: Men Kontré. Haitian 
issues. (in Creole) CHUO 89.1 FM. 

6–7 p.m. Radio: Bouyon rasin. Haitian 
issues. (in Creole) CHUO 89.1 FM. 

6–7 p.m. Radio: Voice of Somalia. 
News from Somalia. (in English and 
Arabic) CKCU 93.1 FM. 

7–8 p.m. TV: National Geographic. 
TVO Channel 24, Cable 2. 

8–9 p.m. Radio: Somali Show. Politics, 
religion and music. CHUO 89.1 FM. 

9–10 p.m. Radio: Romagazine. 
Romanian-based news and music. 
CHUO 89.1 FM.

February 2017
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Peace and Environment Calendar
For a free listing in the April–June Calendar, please submit events by March 20. Call 613-230-4590. Please confirm events before attending.

March 2017
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Peace and Eco Briefs
by Mike Buckthought

Climate Tariff
The world is coming to terms 

with a shocking prospect: the 
new U.S. administration will be 
controlled by climate skeptics. 
How should the rest of the world 
deal with it? Former French 
president Nicolas Sarkozy has 
an answer: if the United States 
withdraws from the Paris cli-
mate agreement, it should pay 
a financial penalty. Sarkozy is 
urging the European Union to 
impose a tax of one to three per-
cent for all American products 
that are exported to Europe, if 
the United States reneges on its 
commitments under the Paris 
agreement. The United States 
is the second-largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases after China. 
Climate scientists have warned 
about the dangers of failing to 
uphold the Paris agreement. “It 
might make it impossible to sta-
bilize planetary warming below 
dangerous levels,” says cli-
mate researcher Michael Mann. 
(Washington Post, November 16, 
2016; The Guardian, November 
11-17, 2016)

Record Year for Renewables
The world has been mak-

ing progress in its shift to a 
low-carbon economy. In 2015, 
the total installed capacity of 
renewable power surpassed the 
capacity of coal power for the 
first time. It was also a record-
setting year for the growth of 
renewable power. Sustainable 
power accounted for more than 
half of the net increase in world 
electricity generation. Last year, 

half a million solar panels were 
installed every day around the 
world. In 2015, the world added 
an extra 153 gigawatts (GW) 
of renewable power — more 
than the total installed capac-
ity of Canada. China accounted 
for almost 40% of the growth 
in renewable power. “We are 
witnessing a transformation of 
global power markets led by 
renewables,” says Dr. Fatih 
Birol, the International Energy 
Agency’s executive director. 
(International Energy Agency, 
October 25, 2016 and November 
16, 2016)

HFC Climate Deal
In October, international 

negotiators meeting in Kigali, 
Rwanda reached an agreement 
to phase out the use of hydro-
fluorocarbons (HFCs). HFCs are 
potent greenhouse gases, with 
thousands of times the impact 
of carbon dioxide. The gases are 
often used in air conditioners 
and refrigerators. HFCs were 
introduced as a substitute for 
ozone-destroying chlorofluoro-
carbons (CFCs), but are now a 
significant contributer to glob-
al warming. Under the terms 
of the legally binding climate 
deal, industrialized countries 
will need to reduce their use of 
HFCs. By 2019, there should 
be a 10 per cent reduction. By 
2036, developed countries will 

reduce their use of HFCs by 85 
per cent. Developing countries 
will be given a longer period 
of time to phase out the use of 
HFCs. (CBC News, October 15, 
2016; The Guardian, October 
15, 2016)

Canada Bans Microbeads
In November, the federal 

government announced that it 
will ban the sale of toothpaste, 
shower gels and facial scrubs 
that contain plastic microbeads. 
The ban will come into effect on 
July 1, 2018. A year later, micro-
beads will no longer be allowed 
in natural health products and 
non-prescription drugs. In June, 
microbeads were declared a toxic 
substance under the Canadian 
Environmental Protection Act 
(CEPA). Microparticles find 
their way into rivers, lakes and 
the oceans. Fish and other wild-
life ingest the microbeads. “We 
are happy to finally say good-
bye to these problematic plas-
tic particles that have polluted 
Canada’s rivers and lakes for far 
too long, putting fish, wildlife 
and human health at risk,” says 
Environmental Defence spokes-
person Maggie MacDonald. 
(CBC News, November 4, 
2016; Environmental Defence, 
November 4, 2016)

Mike Buckthought writes 
about environmental issues.

Women, Peace and Security in Canadian policy
by Bekah Sears

“The objective is to 
see the women, 
peace and secu-
rity agenda 

ingrained in the government’s 
policies and decision-making 
structures to the point where it 
informs Canada’s response to 
any crisis or issue where peace 
and security is concerned,” reads 
the Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Committee report on Women, 
Peace and Security, published in 
October 2016.

After months of consul-
tations, on Oct. 6, 2016 the 
Canadian House of Commons 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Development Committee released 
a report called “An Opportunity 
for Global Leadership,” calling 
for Canada to be a leader on the 
global stage with the Women, 
Peace and Security (WPS) agen-
da.

Sixteen years ago the United 
Nations Security Council passed 
the famous Resolution 1325. 
This watershed action calls for 
the participation of women in 
peacebuilding and the recogni-
tion of the unique experiences 

and needs of women in all stages 
of conflict: prevention, protec-
tion, participation, and relief and 
recovery.

Since the launch of 
Resolution 1325, six more UN 
resolutions on WPS have been 
passed (see http://www.un.org/ 
en/peacekeeping/issues/women/
wps.shtml).

Yet, civil society and advo-
cacy groups, as well as the UN, 
lament the limited progress 
made on the overall global stage: 
a lack of national leadership, 
inconsistent funding for grass-
roots organizations, continuing 
impunity, and the lack of women 
at the negotiating table and in 
leadership roles, among other 
concerns.

Looking now at the House of 
Commons committee’s report, 
half of the 17 recommendations 
call for Canada to strongly pro-
mote WPS within multilateral 
and bilateral contexts. The oth-
ers call for training and required 
financial commitments and 
programming for WPS within 
Canadian-directed international 
programs.

The first recommendation 
reads: “The Government of 
Canada should make women, 

peace and security a priority of 
its foreign policy agenda.” And 
further on, the report states that 
WPS should be “ingrained” in 
Canadian policy directions.

Making the words a reality
These are powerful words, 

but what will it take for this goal 
to become reality in Canada? 
And more pointedly, is Canada 
in a place to provide global lead-
ership?

In 2014, at the midpoint of 
Canada’s first WPS National 
Action Plan launched in 2010, a 
group called Inclusive Security 
(see https://www.inclusivese-
curity.org/), which focuses on 
women’s role in security issues 
globally, completed a thorough 
review. It had many good things 
to say about the plan.

One interviewee described a 
shift of mentality, with WPS 
going from a “nice to have” 
element to a “have to have” 
in foreign policy. But, together 
with other civil society groups, 
including the Canadian Women 
Peace and Security Network 
(see https://wpsn-canada.org/), 
Inclusive Security argued that 
the WPS agenda has yet to 
become a central directing factor 

in guiding and driving overall 
policy development in Canada.

The next action plan will take 
effect in 2017. The overarch-
ing message of the most recent 
report by the House of Commons 
committee calls on Canada to 
be a help to other countries still 
struggling to implement WPS. 
This is arguably in line with 
the recent message of Prime 
Minister Trudeau to the UN, 
“We’re Canadian and we’re here 
to help.”

Getting our house in order
But what is the state of WPS 

within Canada? Is Canada’s own 
house in order?

One day following the release 
of the committee report, RCMP 
Commissioner Bob Paulson 
gave an emotional apology 
and announced $100 million in 
compensation for women who 
faced sexual abuse, discrimina-
tion and harassment by their own 
RCMP colleagues, many who 
have suffered crippling trauma 
as a result of years of harassment. 
Commissioner Paulson’s apol-
ogy is a welcome step, but with 
abuse so deeply entrenched in the 
RCMP system, the road to change 
will likely be long and difficult.

Consider then-Chief of 
Defence Staff General Tom 
Lawson’s comment in a 2015 
interview about rampant sexual 
violence against women in the 
Canadian military by fellow 
service personnel. He referred 
to people’s “biological wiring” 
instead of addressing the main 
issue. While he did apologize, 
that he would utter these words 
reveals a tremendous lack of 
understanding about issues of 
power, gender and abuse.

Finally, a systemic and glar-
ing stain on Canada’s past and 
present is the growing num-
ber of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, over 1200 
since the 1980s. Many families 
have come forward, lamenting 
the disappearance or murder of 
their daughters, mothers and sis-
ters. In many cases, documents 
show police neglected to follow 
through with thorough investi-
gations, and demonstrated deep 
indifference and racism.

This August, the Canadian 
government launched a public 
inquiry into these murders and 
disappearances. This inquiry 
will look at the acts of crime 
themselves, and possibly how 
these incidents are handled or 
not handled by law enforce-
ment.

The House of Commons 
committee neglected to refer-
ence any of these or other inci-

dents like them. In fairness, the 
committee concerns itself with 
international rather than domes-
tic policy.

The challenges ahead
It is important to note, how-

ever, that these domestic issues 
greatly impact the peace and 
security of Canadian women. 
They also raise the issue of uni-
versality outlined in the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(see http://www.un.org/sustain-
abledevelopment/sustainable-
development-goals/): Is our own 
house in order? Again, WPS 
must be ingrained in “any crisis 
or issue where peace and secu-
rity is concerned.”

Highlighting these domestic 
issues is not meant to belittle 
the scale of violence, exclusion 
and impunity we see all over 
the world, but rather to outline 
some of the challenges ahead for 
Canada in implementing WPS 
as a truly ingrained policy.

As a woman—no, wait! as a 
human being—I am deeply sad-
dened and distressed by these 
recent and ongoing concerns in 
my country, as well as my own 
experiences observing the impact 
of conflict on women from around 
the globe. But I am also encour-
aged by the stories of women 
peacebuilders worldwide.

We at MCC invite you to 
join us in celebrating our part-
ners and the women within 
our communities in Canada 
and around the world - women 
as equal players in the call to 
peace. See our resource, Women 
as Peacebuilders, on the MCC 
Canada site (https://mcccanada.
ca/). Also we can be encour-
aged by champions of peace 
profiled in the latest publica-
tion from Nobel Women’s 
Initiative, called “When We 
Are Bold: Women who turn 
our Upside-down World Right” 
(http://nobelwomensinitiative. 
org/bold-now-available/).

Finally, I hope against hope 
that the principles of women, 
peace and security will truly be 
ingrained not only in domes-
tic and international policies 
of governments in Canada and 
around the world, but also in our 
own communities, churches and 
homes.

Bekah Sears is policy ana-
lyst with the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) Ottawa 
Office.

[Reprinted with permission 
of the MCC Ottawa Office - 
https://mccottawaoffice.word-
press.com/]
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Plenary session on Mobilizing Canadians on the second day of 
the Canadian Climate Forum. Photo: Kathryn Norman.

Ever Green Pest Control
Eco-friendly

Ants, bees, beetles, bed bugs,
carpenter ants, earwigs, fleas,
lice, mice, mites, rats, roaches,
silverfish, wasps, and others

Non-toxic & Effective Pest Control for your Home

Barbara Stein
Tel: (613) 748-3388
info@evergreenpestcontrol.com
www.evergreenpestcontrol.com

Reflections from the Canadian 
Climate Forum Symposium

by Mark Aaftink

The 3rd Symposium of 
the Canadian Climate 
Forum (www.climate-
forum.ca/) took place 

Oct. 20–21in Ottawa. It brought 
together thinkers and innovators 
from a variety of backgrounds, 
including government, the pri-
vate sector and academia. 

The theme of the sympo-
sium was moving towards sus-
tainable energy. The event fea-
tured numerous plenary sessions 
as well as speeches by federal 
Members of Parliament.

The speakers included the 
Honourable Catherine McKenna, 
Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change; David 
Chernushenko, City Councilor 
and Chair of the City of Ottawa’s 
Environment Committee; Leah 
Lawrence, President and CEO 
of Sustainable Development 
Technology Canada; Janice 
Asworth, a manager with Ottawa 
Renewable Energy Co-Operative 
(known as OREC); and Paul 
Crowley, Director, of WWF-
Canada’s Arctic Program.

Although there was talk 
of sustainable or renewable 
energy, much of the discussion 
was focused on the practical 
details of moving to a low car-
bon future. It was evident from 
many speakers that great change 

is upon us and that in the end 
those who are willing to change 
will flourish in the future, while 
those who don’t or won’t change 
are expected to lose out.

Although there was a sense at 
the symposium that an economy 
built around renewables is the 
way consumers will ultimately 

want to go, there is hesitation 
around the economic benefits 
for the average Canadian.

The issues included the need 
for job creation and the fear of 
a decrease in the average stan-
dard of living. Saving money, it 
seems, often takes precedence 
over climate change when it 
comes down to it.

Yet several of the sympo-
sium’s speakers stressed that 

the new society we are moving 
towards will create more than it 
takes away - and that includes 
jobs.

How can we ensure a just 
transition? Symposium partici-
pants suggest prosperity has to 
be shared, so that paying the 
bills does not come down to a 
question of “heat or eat” (such 
as paying the hydro bill versus 
buying much-needed groceries).

More education on these top-
ics certainly can’t hurt. Green 
banks and bonds could be part 
of the solution, as well as more 
Canadian ownership of clean-
tech companies.

What role does the govern-
ment play in all this? Political 
will is needed at all levels to 
tackle the issue of climate 
change and help transition to a 
more renewable future.

As discussed at the sympo-
sium, the federal government 
tends not to be farsighted, instead 
focusing on what it needs to do 
immediately to keep itself in 
power. The government in the 
past has been risk adverse, but 
now is the time for more calcu-
lated risks, symposium partici-
pants said.

Symposium speakers stated 
that the government should sup-
port both its successes and fail-
ures when it comes to issues 
around climate change. It was 
stressed that all three levels of 
government should be working 
together in unison to address 
these issues.

As the Honourable Elizabeth 

May, leader of the Green Party 
of Canada, emphasized, there is 
a myth that targets don’t matter 
when it comes to climate change 
policy and that getting started 
is what really counts. This atti-
tude is dangerous and could lead 
to inaction. Canada should be 
proactive in order to meet or 

surpass emissions targets.
Electric vehicles was a hot 

topic at the symposium. In some 
countries, a quarter of the vehi-
cle fleet may be electric-pow-
ered by 2035. Demand is huge 
right now and there is a very 
real supply problem, with not 
enough electric cars available to 
meet growing demand.

China is moving quickly 
towards electric vehicles, and 
may become a leader in the field. 
With transportation accounting 
for about 35% of greenhouse 
gas emissions, this shift towards 
electric vehicles is for the best.

Local issues were fairly 
prominent at the symposium. 
For instance, there was talk of 
Ottawa becoming the green cap-
ital of Canada, but the city faces 
some unique challenges.

Simply put, Ottawa has a 
large boundary. The suburban 
and urban city councilors out-
number the truly urban ones, and 
often their priorities differ from 
those of the urban core. At the 
symposium, it was argued that 
the further away from the core 
you get, the less progressive 
when it comes to climate change 
and related issues. 

How do we help farther-
flung people become aware of 
the gravity of the climate situa-
tion and the need for renewable 
energy, while taking into account 
their unique concerns?

Speaking of far-flung, more 
than 100,000 people live in 
Canada’s North, facing their 
own unique challenges. As dis-
cussed at the symposium, pov-
erty is prevalent. There has 
traditionally been a reliance on 
diesel generation, with a major-
ity of northern populations 
using diesel for their energy 
needs.

Renewables are making their 
way North, though, and the fact 
that Nunavut especially is a very 
transitional place, working on a 
year to year basis, may help turn 
the tables toward clean energy. 
Alaska was cited as an example 
of a Northern region making 
strides on renewables.

Overall, while the sympo-
sium was quite technical in 
parts, it resulted in a positive 
attitude towards moving to a low 
carbon future while raising some 
very real challenges.

Mark Aaftink is a member 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Peace and Environment 
Resource Centre.

Although there was a sense at the 
symposium that an economy built around 
renewables is the way consumers will 

ultimately want to go, there is hesitation 
around the economic benefits for the 

average Canadian.
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by Adrian Larose

Whether you’re 
a moose or a 
human, the 
Algonquin to 

Adirondacks Collaborative (or 
A2A) hopes to help preserve and 
enhance an important expansive 
stretch of natural environment we 
can all enjoy in Eastern Ontario 
and the corresponding northern 
part of the United States, while 
also spreading the word about 
that region’s unique role.

The region running between 
Algonquin Park in Canada and 
the start of the Adirondacks range 
in the United States is unique in 
providing a north-south connec-
tion for many animals and, in 
many places, lovely trails for us 
humans to explore.

The A2A group works across 
borders with First Nations peo-
ple and partner organizations to 
conserve and connect the lands 
and peoples in the A2A region. It 
is a registered charity in Canada. 
Its activities to date include trail 
mapping, preparing conservation 
action plans, doing conservation 
work (especially “roadside ecol-
ogy,” by tracking the presence 
of animals along major routes in 
the region), holding workshops, 
and generally raising awareness.

The group’s work amounts 
to “putting the puzzle pieces 
together” in the region, explained 
executive director David Miller. 
They help local groups, like 
field naturalists, communicate 
their own initiatives and needs 
to government conservation 
bodies, adding A2A’s own infu-
sion of the broader regional per-
spectives.

“Everybody brings their own 
interests,” Miller said. Overall, 
A2A “provides some glue” for 
the many players involved, help-
ing locals see and understand the 
bigger picture and impact of their 
local efforts. (You can look up a 
list of member groups online, at 
www.a2acollaborative.org.) 

The region’s importance is 
plain if you think of the Great 
Lakes farther to the west and the 

widening St. Lawrence farther to 
the east. It’s easy to see why the 
fairly narrow corridor that runs 
through the Thousand Islands 
not far from Ottawa is important 
to creatures on the move within 
a very wide east-west swath of 
Canada.

Alice’s journey
The islands serve as “stepping 

stones,” as A2A board member 
Emily Conger told CBC Radio. 
They help creatures like Alice, 
a moose with a tracking collar, 
journey to find food and a mate.

As Conger told the story, 
a moose named Alice made a 
big journey in the late 1990s, 
totalling some 600 kilometres. 
Tagged with a tracking collar in 
the United States’ Adirondacks, 
Alice was, Conger said, “a bit of 
a wanderer,” gradually making 
her way north as fall became 
winter.

“She swam the St. Lawrence 
the following spring,” Conger 
said. Alice ended up in Algonquin 
Park.

What drove Alice to jour-
ney so far? Likely food and 
shelter, Conger said, but also 
perhaps the search for a male 
moose. Some animals must trav-
el quite a ways to find “animals 
to which they aren’t related, to 
maintain a healthy gene pool,” 
she explained.

“It turns out that many ani-
mals need a lot of territory to 
wander around in, and that’s the 
purpose of what we do,” Conger 
said of the Collaborative.

That moose’s long journey 
was part of the inspiration behind 
the group’s desire to protect the 
natural environments and biodi-
versity found in the region. A2A 
describes the region as includ-
ing “Adirondack Park, in New 
York State, and Algonquin Park, 
in Ontario, and the lands and 
waters connecting them.”

Indeed, the Frontenac Arch 
Biosphere Reserve, which falls 
largely within the A2A region, is 
recognized by UNESCO for its 
globally significant biodiversity. 
Known as an “interchange zone,” 
the region includes southern ani-

mals at their “farthest north” and 
northern species at their “far-
thest south,” another important 
cross-connection. Animals like 
five-lined skinks, red-shouldered 
hawks, and the gray rat snake all 
call this area home.

Making a trail
One of A2A’s main projects 

is to plan a trail (for us humans!) 
through the region, relying large-
ly on existing paths to the extent 
possible. The regional pathway 
would connect and use existing 
trails, Conger said, as well as 
rail lines and, where it’s the best 
option, “beautiful back roads.”

This trail work, Miller 
explained, is in the early map-
ping stages, so don’t go looking 
to plot your own A2A trail walk 
just yet. “We are cross-border,” 
Miller said, adding the group’s 
connections have historically 
been stronger in Canada than in 
the USA. But to get from A2A, 
you need both! 

“We are really working to 
engage the American side more,” 
Miller said. For instance, an 

A2A volunteer on the 
USA side has recent-
ly spent time looking 
at and walking along 
possible routes in the 
lesser-known back-
country areas between 
the Adirondacks and 
the Thousand Islands 
international bridge, to 
see if they are viable.

“This is a really 
fragile environment,” 
Conger explained, with 
vulnerable soils and 
water tables. By using 
existing resources rath-
er than building new 
routes, the trail’s impact 
would be minimized. A 
trail would also help 
promote knowledge of 
the region and benefit 
local economies along 
the proposed route.

Considering climate change
Connecting with the region 

in person is one motivator for 
the trail work. “I understand the 
forest in my backyard. It’s hard 
to relate to a larger landscape,” 
Miller said. “The ability for peo-
ple to get out and appreciate it is 
very important.”

School children are also 
getting that experience. A2A is 
planning a walk and education 
session for Spring 2017 with 
students from a public school 
near Lansdowne, Ontario. The 
event will include time for an 
educational talk and to piece 
it all together with a walk in 
nature, Miller said. Then the 
school can use these materials 
to create an ongoing curriculum 
item for future years’ students.

While this type of work has 
long been important—A2A orig-
inally formed on the Canadian 
side of the border in 1999, and 
has been growing since then—
ever-increasing pressures such 
as those associated with climate 
change make it all the more so.

Animals will have to respond 
to climate change, Conger said, 
and they will need large, natu-
ral routes to travel when they 
do so. “They’re going to have 
to move, and generally they’re 
going to have to move north, and 
perhaps to different elevations,” 
she said.

Conservation Action Planning
Recognizing the importance 

of this work, Miller explains that 
they recently received a $60,000 
grant from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to support the 
Conservation Action Planning 
(or CAP) work.

This work will include devel-
oping and testing the feasibility 
of extensive CAP work with-
in the A2A region. The group 
hopes this activity can get con-
servationists thinking at a larger 
scale than is typical, since many 
conservation projects are more 

focused on a smaller area.
It’s a fairly new approach to 

apply CAP methods at such a 
large regional scale, Miller said. 
The work will be broken down 
into local events. “No one’s quite 
sure going in what’s coming out 
the other end,” he said.

A2A wants to use CAP to 
look at both the science side 
of conservation and at the very 
collaborative cultural model to 
answer questions such as what 
models work best to encourage 
local collaboration on conserva-
tion.

In terms of conservation 
work, A2A targets the “HIPPO” 
set of problems:

- Habitat loss and habitat 
fragmentation

- Invasive species
- Pollution
- Population growth, and
- Overharvesting
A2A aims to include diverse 

stakeholder perspectives and 
cultures in the CAP project, 
including the conservation sci-
ence community, traditional 
knowledge and citizen science, 
as well as those of rural land-
owners, naturalists, and recre-
ation groups amongst others - all 
in collaborative way. So if you or 
your organization are involved 
with conservation efforts in the 
region, get in touch!

From trail mapping to con-
servation planning and sharing 
knowledge, A2A’s work can only 
help improve the chances of pre-
serving a unique natural part of 
Canada and the United States. 
No doubt Alice and her animal 
neighbours would approve.

To learn more about A2A, 
visit www.a2acollaborative.org.

Mission of A2A: “We con-
nect lands and people across 
the Algonquin to Adirondacks 
region to conserve and enhance 
a critical corridor for ecological 
integrity and resilience in east-
ern North America.”

Connecting Algonquin to Adirondacks

Hiking in the Adirondacks. Photo: David Miller.

Map by Ken Buchan, courtesy of A2A (Algonquin to Adirondacks Collaborative organiza-
tion).


